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BARCLAYS DIGS FOR GVC
A team of Barclays staff swapped suits for overalls when they teamed 
up with pupils from Gamlingay Village College to refurbish the nature 
garden at the college on 11th May.

Barclays staff helped out by clearing the over grown garden, building 
a decked area around the pond. This will ensure a safer platform for 
children to view the pond life, and enhance the seating area for the 
pupils.

Eueth Forrester from Gamlingay Village College said “It will be great 
to get the children involved in maintaining the garden in the future.”

Bronwen Cromack from Barclays said: “With over 58,000 Barclays 
staff participating in fundraising and volunteering projects, this is 
a fantastic example of Barclays staff working closely with the local 
community to achieve something we hope will make a real and lasting 
difference. At Barclays we strive to strengthen local communities in 
which we live and work by supporting a range of causes from local 
schools to centres for older people.”

Enclosed in this 
Gazette is your 
Show Envelope 
which contains 
important 

information 

PLEASE DON’T THROW IT 
AWAY!

Inside the envelope, you will find:
Rules and list of Competition 
classes
Entry forms
A book of raffle tickets

Please use the labelled envelope 
to return the money for the raffle 
tickets.
You can even put your 
competition entry forms in there 
too.

•

•
•

Hyde Hall 
Outing

RHS Hyde Hall 
trip, 2nd July.
Some spaces left. 
£15.00inc entry.
 Coach leaving 
crossraods at 9am
call Carmel 260344 
to book. 
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The Gazette needs help.
We need a new Treasurer, as Louise Hickson no longer has 
sufficient spare time to continue.

If you are able to assist, please ring Louise on 01767 650 349 for 
further details. Thank you

Fitness Workshop at Gamlingay Village College

OPEN DAY
Saturday July 2nd 2011
10:00am - 12:00 noon

Our long awaited extension has now been completed and 
members have access to a larger Fitness room with new 
equipment, disabled toilet and shower facilities and a new 
consultation room.

Please spare a few minutes to visit us and see for yourself what is 
on offer in our great Community facility.  During the Open Day 
there will be:

• Free Blood Pressure checks
• Free BMI checks
• Initial consultation only £10 (half usual price)  if booked  
 and  paid for on the day.
• Light Refreshments

This £90,000 project was funded by a grant of £50,000 from 
South Cambridgeshire District Council, and £40,000 from 
College funds.

Telephone 651 785

Gamlingay Baptist Church 
Presents:

‘High Five’
Holiday Club
Mon. 22nd to Thu. 25th August
 10:30 am till 12:30 pm.

Fun, Games, Stories, Getting 
Messy for Ages 5 to 9 years
Parents Welcome
Contact Rev. James Gilbert
 (01767) 651519
(Places Limited)
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven  
 Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George

continued on page 5

Date Time Service Venue
3 July 8am Holy Communion G  

10am First Sunday G
6pm Evensong E

10 July 8am Holy Communion E
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Holy Communion H
6pm Choral Evensong G

17 July 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Special Evening Service H

24 July 8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evensong G

31 July 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am All Age Service and Baptism E
1pm Baptism G

7 August 8am Holy Communion G
10am First Sunday and Baptism G
6pm Evensong E

14 August 8am Holy Communion E
9.30am Parish Eucharist G

No 11am service at Hatley11am service at Hatleyservice at Hatley
21 August 9.30am Parish Eucharist G

11am Parish Eucharist E
28 August No 8am Service at Hatley

9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evensong G

Dear Readers,
I like to regard myself as an open minded, liberal thinking kind of person. I tend to think that I’m generally open to change and 
progress (that’s how I like to think of myself, but of course how I come across to others is another matter). There are some things 
though, that I realise I can be embarrassingly conservative and reactionary about. Football for instance; I only have to spend ten 
minutes in front of a live game on the tv before I start sounding off about ‘why are they tampering with the game I have followed 
man and boy for 40 years’ etc…. 

Most of us seem to operate on the principle that ‘change can be good but tampering with something I love is bad’. Not all change 
is progress, and not all progress is good. But how do we cope with a world where the speed of change is so fast and where 
technology is advancing so rapidly?

I’m not sure we cope that well. Where the possible access to information is made all the more immediate there seems to be 
heightened information anxiety when we are denied that access. We live in a world where there is twenty-four hour news and we 
have a right to know what’s going on. Actually we have always lived in a world where there have been things going on for twenty 
four hours, we just didn’t know what they were.



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

Church Services
Every Sunday morning 10:45am
Communion is always celebrated on 
the first Sunday of each month.

Weekday Meetings
House Groups:
Mondays 10:00am
Thursdays 7:45pm
(Venue as announced)

Prayer
The Church is open between 2:00pm 
and 3:00pm every Wednesday for 
prayer, all are welcome.

‘Women in Partnership’
12th July Prayer, Praise and guest 
speaker 
9th August Craft afternoon
both 3.00pm in our Large Hall (former 
British School)
(contact above for details)

The Alpha course is an informal evening 
set around a meal for those who want to 
find out more about Christianity. 
You are warmly invited!
Please contact James, our minister for 
details of the next course.

Coffee morning
Thursday 21st July (in aid of Vision 
Africa) A project workingwith disadvan-
taged and orphaned children in Kenya.

Coffee morning and table top sale
Thursday 18th August (in aid of Sinai 
Orphanage, Madras)
The orphanage takes in street children 
aiming to give them an education and a 
good start in life

10:00am to 11:30am 
why not join us for coffee and cake?

continued from page �
I think it is important to ask who decides what we are entitled to know and who 
decides what is news and what isn’t? I think it is right to question the monopoly that 
some organisations have over the news and information we are provided with and to 
question their motives. 

As a minister of the Christian faith I am always interested in what is the good news 
(the gospel) in the world. The good news is not the item at the end of the Ten O’clock 
news about the skateboarding duck or the pensioner with a black belt in karate, but is 
actually something embedded deep within our psyche; it’s a part of human condition 
that longs for deliverance, freedom and hope. I believe that we are built to withstand 
and cope with change. We are not designed to remain the same but to know that 
whatever comes our way we are held in God’s love simply by virtue of being part of 
the whole of creation. We are loved by God for who we were, who we are and who we 
will become. And that’s the good news.

Revd Steven Rothwell

Dear Friends,

At the time of writing, the NHS has just announced that the number of alcohol-related 
hospital admissions has exceeded one million cases for the first time, that’s a 12% 
increase on 2008-2009 which is shocking. That is not to say that I am advocating 
‘teetotallism’, because I’m certainly not, I enjoy a glass of wine or a pint of bitter. 
Whilst the Bible does warn against drinking too much, it also says, ‘Take a little wine 
for the sake of your stomach’ (1 Timothy 5:23) and even praises God who makes 
‘wine that gladdens the hearts of people’ (Psalm 104:15).

The problem that these figures highlight is something much more profound going 
down into the roots of society. These hospital admissions reflect the abuse of alcohol 
– Including liver disease, mental disorders, accidents and injuries all caused by 
alcohol misuse. In many cases this masks and deadens the pain of deeper problems. 
Our society has lost its way – I shall never forget a line from the rather bizarre 1978 
film, ‘Jubilee’, when a somewhat eccentric character crowed: ‘This is the generation 
that forgot how to live!’ ‘Jubilee’ depicted a society that was going out of control. 
Solomon, reputedly the wisest man of the ancient world, put it like this, ‘Where 
there is no revelation of God, people cast off restraint’ (Proverbs 29:18). We live in a 
society which has lost sight of God and as a result many of the Christian values that 
previously guided and shaped society have been disregarded. 

I have heard it said that Christianity is a set of prohibitions – ‘You shall not…’ and 
that ‘God is a kill-joy’, yet the Bible says that God has given all things richly to enjoy 
(1 Timothy 6:17). The problem is misuse – of our bodies, of our time, of the world’s 
resources – and that includes misuse of alcohol. God has given us life and all things 
richly to enjoy, but to enjoy things properly, we need to get back to the maker’s 
instructions – we need to recapture a vision of the Creator. Without a connection to, 
a relationship with God, we lose sight of life as it was meant to be and what we were 
created for. 

Strategies and initiatives will not cure society’s ills, the failure of successive 
governments proves this – there is one remedy and once answer: a life transforming 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ. 

Best Wishes, James



Gamlingay Records update

There’s a lot going on at the country’s 
only Community Record Label at the 
moment.

We have two albums due out shortly
A Thousand Sins, the winners of last 
year’s Battle of the Bands, are due to 
release their debut album during July. A 
launch party and gig is being arranged 
shortly as well as other live dates. The 
album will be available for sale and if 
you like metal you really should give it 
a try. If you don’t like metal, why not 
give it a try anyway and support the local 
music scene and the record label?!

Volume 2, the label’s first acoustic 
album is also due out shortly (dates to 
be confirmed). This is a compilation 
featuring label members and friends 
of the label and will include acoustic 
guitars, some acoustic rap as well as 
some more unusual folk instruments 
– Northumberland pipes and the 
Norwegian Hardanger Fiddle.

Volume 1, the label’s first release,  a 
rock, rap and pop compilation featuring 
bands and soloists is still available to buy 
at the labels gigs or directly from label 
members.

Gigs
Volume 2 has been inspired by a series 
of successful acoustic nights at the 
Queen’s Head in Sandy and The Crown 
and Cushion in Great Gransden. Both 
of these followed a successful acoustic 
night at the Cock in Gamlingay to raise 
money for the Haiti earthquake. By the 
time you read this we will have run our 
5th night at the Crown and Cushion and 
will be planning our 6th. Entry is free. 
We are always looking for new acts to 
perform and new venues to play in, so if 
you are feeling like you want to give it 
a go, talk to Phil (see below for contact 
details)

Battle of the Bands
As many of you will know, with the 
massive support from an army of 
volunteers, we have staged four annual 



Battle of the Bands competitions in 
Gamlingay since 2007. We have been 
asked to organise a Youth Battle of the 
Bands in Sandy on 9th July for bands 
of under 18s in order to raise money for 
Great Ormond Street children’s charity. 
This competition will be held in the 
Conservative Club in Sandy.

We also anticipate organising, later in 
the year, our 5th anniversary Gamlingay 
Records Battle of the Bands. Those of 
you who have helped or attended will 
know what a great night this is, and we 
hope that this year’s will carry on with 
that tradition.

Further information on all of the above 
is available from our website www.
GamlingayRecords.org.uk, which is 
updated regularly.

Get involved
If you want to get involved with the 
label, please contact Phil Hunt on 01767 
650074, Wayne or Debbie Hipgrave on 
01767 651441, Chris Shillam on 01767 
650862, Jay Roberts on 07432 617042… 
or any other label members, who can 
be contacted via the website. We are 
particularly looking for young people 
with an interest in marketing, business 
or media to join us and help with our 
various plans.



Medical Entomology Centre
 Head Lice Research Study

Are head lice making your life a misery?

We may be able to help as we are researching a product for the 
treatment of HEAD LICE. 

If someone in your family has head lice you might be interested in 
this study.
They must be 6 months or older to join and have an active case of 
head lice.

If you would like to know more about participating in the study, 
please telephone our study team on :

(01223) 813696 or 0845 4 300 300.

•

•







Gamlingay & District Writers’ Group
by Tracey Dawson

 01767 654 830 www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

continued on page 1�

Very late newsletter this month as I’ve 
been busy getting married in Las Vegas!    

This month’s meeting was kindly hosted 
by one of our farther-flung members, 
and it was great to see him again, as 
well as to catch up with one or two other 
members who live further south.  Hope 
we’ll be seeing more of you both over 
the coming months!

1. Introductions
We ran through introductions to make 
sure that we all got to know each other as 
some members hadn’t yet met each other.  
It’s always important to ensure that no-
one feels left out.

2. Review of Targets
The targets are certainly generating some 
momentum.

Lots of objectives were set, and there has 
been lots of success in achieving them!  
Well done, everyone.  People have been 
doing everything from rewriting novels 
to entering competitions to preparing 
work for submission to agents.  Well 
done, everyone!

3. Competition News
A pleasing number of members entered 
the ‘Moving On’ competition, and it will 
be interesting to see how we all did.

4. Other News
Speaker 1 – Richard Fitt who runs a 
self-publishing company in Gamlingay 
has offered to come and give us a ‘warts 
and all’ expos�� of the self-publishing�� of the self-publishing of the self-publishing 
industry.  It sounds as if it will be a really 
interesting and informative evening.  You 
have nothing to lose – and we may all 
learn something!  

If you want to know more about this 
area, Richard’s website can be found at 
www.authorsonline.co.uk.

Speaker 2 – The Chair will continue 
her efforts to arrange another date with 
Christine Adams, so watch this space!

5. Discussion of Work
This month, the topic was ‘Letters’ and 
it was exciting to have so many different 
interpretations of the theme.  There was 
everything from a letter to a friend who 

had been involved 
in a scandal to a 
showdown at the 
premises of a market gardener.  Several 
people said that they found the theme 
a stretch – but everyone rose to the 
occasion, so the challenge must have 
done us good!

It is also great that everyone is feeling 
more confident to voice their opinions 
– there were some very insightful 
comments which are what the group is 
all about.

6. Aims for the coming month
The topic for 3rd May 2011 is Opening 
Sentence...and it’s been made that little 
bit easier as there are two alternatives.  
The first is, ‘I was distracted by my 
friend here’ and the second is ‘Don’t 
blame me’.  Make of either what you 
will!

However, if anyone is working on 
something not connected with the theme, 
as ever, they are welcome to submit that 
instead.  There are one or two novelists 
who might want to send us a chapter of 
their current project.  Poems are fine too, 
or scripts, or any other literary form.

Gamlingay & District Writers’ Group

This month’s meeting was lively with 
lots of stories and lots of feedback.

1. Introductions
We mostly know each other by now, 
but one or two members who hadn’t yet 
been at the same meeting introduced 
themselves.  It’s always good for 
everyone to feel part of the group.

2. Review of Targets
We’re doing really well with our targets, 
except for The Chair, who is excused due 
to her recent marriage and honeymoon.  
The objectives are getting more and more 
challenging – and we’re achieving them!  
Let’s keep up the good work!

3. Competition News

None of us won the ‘Moving On’ 
competition – but at least we tried, and 
some of us got some useful feedback on 
our entries.  One member didn’t win the 



GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

WI HALL 
WARESLEY ROAD 

GAMLINGAY 
 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

Run by Rachel, Lucy and Barbie.

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11
Run by county youth workers

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding

Tel:  01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 

Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 

for 85 
seated 
or 120 
standing.

Notes from Hatley St George Church
by Philippa Pearson

Telephone Contact Numbers for Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0345 045 5206
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361



Gamlingay Players

proudly present their next production:

‘DESK TOP – LOL’
Two One-act comedies

By kind permission of Lazy Bee scripts

We are delighted to welcome our teenage members back to the stage, 
along with many new members, to perform:
‘The Writer’ by Garry R. Keane
Two young writers settle down to write a play, racing against the 
twin deadlines of school in the morning and dinnertime. They 
try several genres, and the plays collide, forcing the characters 
themselves to lend a hand.

Our more ‘senior’ members will be performing:
‘Get Staffed’ by Frank Gibbons
It’s opening day for the newest Buzz Hotel, but things are not 
going well. Their first diners have come down with suspected food 
poisoning, and their only room booking is probably a hoax - surely it’s not the real Kylie Minogue?

Performance dates are Friday 8th and Saturday 9th July at 7.45pm at Gamlingay First School (Cinques Road entrance)
Tickets are £7.50 and £5 for concessions and are available from The Cutting Mill or online at www.gamlingayplayers.co.uk or by 
ringing 01767 650178.

The First School Association will be running a licensed bar for their funds



continued from page 11
Halloween competition and 
another didn’t win the ‘One 
Upon a Time’ competition.  
However, with the quality 
of work currently being produced, surely 
it’s only a matter of time before someone 
DOES win something!  

4. Other News
Speaker 1 – Not long to go until our 
talk by Richard Fitt who runs a self-
publishing company in Gamlingay.  If 
you want to know more about this area, 
Richard’s website can be found at www.
authorsonline.co.uk.

Speaker 2 – The Chair will continue 
her efforts to arrange another date with 
Christine Adams, so watch this space!

Writers’ Retreat – one member put 
forward the idea of having one of these 
to kick start our writing.  As there was 
some interest, he is going to investigate 
some venues.  details!

5. Discussion of Work
This month, the stories had to start with 
either, ‘I was distracted by my friend 
here’ or ‘Don’t blame me’, and as usual 
we had some very strong pieces of 
work.  We had everything from a story 
describing a bungee jump to a very 
plausible explanation of the Mona Lisa’s 
enigmatic smile to some more chapters 
of a children’s book following the 
adventures of a trainee knight.

One thing that bears repeating is that 
even if you haven’t written anything, 
you are still more than welcome to 
come along to the meetings.  Firstly, the 
company of other writers might be all 
you need to reignite your creativity, and 
secondly, your comments on others’ work 
are always appreciated.

6. Aims for the coming month
The topic for 7th June 2011 is Picture 
Perfect.  A great way to get ideas.  Could 
there be a story waiting to be told behind 
a picture you see every day?  Or are you 
inspired by a favourite artist?

7. Joining the Group
If anyone wants to join us, they would 
be more than welcome.  We cater for 
all standards of writer from complete 
beginners to published novelists.  Contact 
Tracey Dawson on 01767 654830 for 
details, or see our website – www.
gamlingaywriters.org.uk.

Issued on behalf of the 
Cambridgeshire Community 

Foundation
Budding young masterchefs 
are helped with grant from 
Bidwells Community Fund

Young people, aged from 9-13 years 
old, showed off their culinary skills to 
Christopher Spokes and Ian Wakeling 
from Bidwells and Sam Weller, Trustee 
of the Cambridgeshire Community 
Foundation at a recent visit to a cookery 
course held in Gamlingay. 

The Thursday evening cooking course, 
taking place over six weeks, has been 
made possible by a grant of £500 to the 
Forward Gamlingay project from the 
Bidwells Community Fund. As well 
as the cooking course, the money will 
be used to put on a tea dance for the 
residents of the residential home that 
is based in Gamlingay. This is a great 
chance for the young people to learn 
lots of new organisational skills and a 
chance to meet older members of their 
community. 

As just one activity in the Forward 
Gamlingay youth club, the youngsters 
learn basic cooking skills that they can 
replicate at home. The cooking takes 
place during the first session of the club, 
the second session for the older children 
following on, concentrates more on 
life skills, such as further education, 
employment and sexual health advice. As 
well as providing a safe environment, the 
youth club is a chance for young people 
to meet friends, learn new skills, and 
have fun. It has a membership of over 
100 from Gamlingay and surrounding 
villages.

The youth club was established by 
Forward Gamlingay in 2004 at a time 
when there was a high-level of anti-social 
behaviour in the village and the area 
around it – drugs, crime, vandalism and 
so on and with young people suffering 
the subsequent negative opinions of other 
sections of the community. However, 
since then, the level of this behaviour has 
dropped year-on-year and now the police 
have reported that it has disappeared 
completely.

Christopher, Ian and Sam all tasted a 
lasagne, shepherd’s pie and spaghetti 

bolognese made by the 
children during the evening.

Partner, Christopher Spokes from UK 
regional property consultancy, Bidwells, 
presented a commemorative plaque to 
volunteer Katie that Forward Gamlingay 
will now display in the youth club.

Christopher said “We actively encourage 
all our staff to suggest, or volunteer, 
time, for projects that could benefit from 
an award from our community fund. 
As chair of Forward Gamlingay, Ian 
identified an opportunity for the Youth 
Caf�� to access this fund. Visits such as 
these, enable us to see first-hand how 
Bidwells’ grants are being used to help 
improve the local community, and build 
strong links between local people.”

The Bidwells Community Fund 
Bidwells is the UK’s leading regional 
property consultancy. It established the 
Bidwells Community Fund at the start of 
2011and awards small grants up to £500 
to projects in areas served by Bidwells 
offices in the East of England. The 
projects must engage and support local 
people, build stronger, healthier, more 



British Legion Poppy 
Appeal

Time has taken its toll on our regular 
Poppy Appeal volunteers and we need a 
few new ones.
This is just a few hours each year 
covering a small area to sell poppies for 
this very worthy cause.
The British Legion does so much for 
those who have given so much for us, 
please spare a little time for them.

Please contact 
Sebastian Kindersley 
on 01767 651 982.

inclusive and sustainable 
communities, and aim to help people that 
face disadvantage. 

The Fund focuses around five core 
themes ... children; young people 
and families; adults facing life crisis; 
the natural environment; community 
development and engagement, and 
health.

Cambridgeshire Community Foundation
Our objective is to make a real difference 
to the well-being and quality of life 
of people in the county. We do this by 
matching those who want to give, to local 
charities and voluntary groups that are 
of interest to them.  In this way we have 
enabled funding to reach a wide range 
of community groups and environment 
projects, as well as the homeless, the 
elderly, those with special needs and 
disabilities, children and youth groups.

Since 2004 we have distributed over £4.5 
million in grants and have built a unique 
knowledge of local charitable projects. 

The Bidwells Community Fund is 
managed by the Cambridgeshire 

Community Foundation, who will 
distribute grants against Bidwells’ 
set criteria.

The AccessArt 
Festival of Making 
2011 
Burwash Manor, 
Barton 
 
Come along to the AccessArt Festival 
of Making at Burwash Manor, Barton. 
Call in to the Festival Marquee during 

July and join in on 
a variety of events 
and workshops for 
all ages throughout 
July, including 
drop-in creative 
family workshops on 
Saturday 2nd, 9th, 
16th and 23rd July. 

 
On the 2nd July we’ll 
be kicking off with a 
Festival Feast making 
workshop - call by and 
make a sculptural ice-
cream or cake and help 
us build the feast! 

 
Full details on the 
Festival Website: 
www.accessart.org.

uk/festivalofmaking or call Paula 01223 
262134 or email info@accessart.org.uk



Nature Garden
“The new garden is great, there are 
tadpoles in the pond and we have seen 
birds building nests in some of the 
boxes”
“We are looking forward to having some 
lessons out here and finding out what is 
in the pond.”
Four year 8 pupils worked hard with 
Barclays staff to tidy up the nature 
garden behind the science classroom. 
After a day of sawing, hammering, 
digging, cutting back and painting, 
the  garden is now a practical outdoor 
teaching space with benches and tables to 
work on. The new decking has provided 
a useful platform for pond dipping and 
watching the development of tadpoles 
and other pond wildlife. The nest boxes 
are inhabited and we look forward to 
seeing baby birds learning to fly and look 
after themselves. There is now a range of 
habitats for all kinds of wildlife to live 
and breed and the insect hotel should 
soon attract lots of different species. The 
next stage is to create some shade and 
hope for some sunny days so we can 
work outside all day!

Shaking Up Shakespeare
On Friday 22nd May year 8’s did a 
performance of A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream. It was the end of a four day 
workshop with actor Anthony Glen.  He 
began by giving a performance to the 
school then held workshops to teach 
about the characters, the plot and acting 
skills. 
I learnt how to exaggerate movement 
so the audience understood what I was 
doing, I learnt when and where to speak 
and how to project my voice. The best 
bits were the love dance  because it was 
funny and they acted it well. I also liked 
the Puck airlines scene because it made 
everyone laugh and it was not in the 
actual play. Anthony Glen used some of 
our talents and some people sung solos, 
did a rap, did acrobatics and played the 
drums and piano. He made these fit into 
the play really well. The bit I enjoyed 
the most was the dress rehearsal to the 
whole school and to years 3 and 4. All 
the parts we had learnt came together and 
everyone knew their timings and words. 
I had never done anything like it before 
and I enjoyed myself. 
Year 6 Art workshops

There was a pharaoh called Osiris and 
his wife called Isis. His brother Seth 
was jealous that Osiris had more power 
than him and Seth built up a trap to kill 
Osiris. Seth then cut up Osiris into 14 
pieces and put them on the banks of a 
crocodile infested river. His wife picked 
up the pieces and put them together then 
wrapped him up in bandages and he 
became the first mummy.
This was the story that was used as an 
art project for year 6 after their SATS. 
Each group of 4 was assigned a side of 
a pyramid .They had to represent a part 
of the story using hieroglyphics and 
Egyptian symbols. Then 3 groups were 
put together to form one pyramid. It 
was fun doing the rubbings to make the 
pyramids look Egyptian-like and it took 
6 hours over 3 afternoons and was fun.

NEWS FROM GAMLINGAY VILLAGE COLLEGE



NEWS FROM SUNSHINE 
PRE-SCHOOL

WI Hall, Waresley Road, Gamlingay, Phone: 07703 770676
Email: sunshinepreschool@btinternet.com , Website: www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org

NEWS FROM GAMLINGAY VILLAGE COLLEGE

The Summer Term is always a busy one for the children and staff alike, and this term 
has certainly been no exception!  An important part of the term is preparing the older 
children for their move up to The First School, or other local school. This involves 
the staff talking about school in an exciting and positive way during sessions and 
making visits across to the First School as a group to play in what will be their new 
classrooms. 

As you will see from the photograph, the children are also starting to practice for 
our Sports Day which will be held on Sunday 10th July at GVC, so it’s trying to 
balance bean bags on heads once again! Our annual visit to the Village Fire Station 
is also planned for this term, we will update you on how wet we all get in the next 
newsletter! Finally, for the children leaving us at the end of term we have an outing to 
Shepreth Wildlife Park which we are all looking forward to. 

We still have some places available for new children to start with us in the Autumn 
Term so if you would like more information please contact Ann on the contact details 
given above.



Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

Thursday, 7th July
Maddy Marsh
36 Chapel Fields

Thursday, 4th August
Lindy Gorton
The Emplins

If you need a lift, 
please contact Gerry 
Brunt on 
01767 650 693

letters
Gamlingay Village Show
We will be having a stand at the 
Gamlingay Village Show on the 17th 
September. We will be at the show to 
answer any questions anyone might have. 
Please come along, you will be very 
welcome.

Neodymium, not a household word but in 
every household.

In the May Gazette Mr Presland raised 
the issue of pollution in China resulting 
from the processing of neodymium used 
to make ‘rare earth magnets’. These are 
used in some wind turbine generators. 
People in the developing world paying 
the price for our development is, I’m 
sure, disturbing to all of us and Mr 
Presland raises a real concern. He quoted 
a tabloid newspaper article that was a bit 
of a rant against wind energy so I set out 
to learn more.

Firstly the generator in our proposed 
machine does not use rare earth magnets 
anyway (although neodymium may be in 
the control electronics, see below).

Secondly rare earth magnets have a 
variety of uses – aircraft, mobile phones, 
hi-fi, TV, medical equipment and many 
more. The problem in China is rather 
wider than just wind energy and I suggest 
the answer is improving standards there 
rather than abandoning technologies. 
Neodymium will almost certainly be 
present in the PC the hack used to write 
the story.

As always we welcome your comments 
and questions.

info@gamlingay-community-turbine.
co.uk
www.gamlingay-community-turbine.
co.uk

Dear Editor, 
Firstly, can I say what a big fan I am of 
the Gazette and think it is an excellent 
way of conveying information, events 
and important issues to the Community. 
There are, however, a few issues I would 
like to raise. 
As you quite rightly point out in every 
addition of the Gazette, “anonymous 
letters will not be printed”. I agree with 
this whole-heartedly but surely this same 
principle should be applied to articles 
that appear within the Gazette. 
Another month and more articles on GCT 
and yet again the individual authors are 
not identified. One recent article entitled 
“Visit to the Eco Tech Centre Swaffham” 
in parts appears to come from someone 
on the trip unconnected to the project. If 
this is the case then would this not be a 
letter submission and as such require a 
name to be attached? If it has come from 
someone on or connected to the GCT 
team, then in the interest of openness 
and to avoid ambiguity it would help to 
publish the authors name (as has been 
done with the RSPB, WI and Rugby 
submissions).
There have been several of these articles 
recently, all containing personal opinions 
with one attempting to compare light 
flicker from a turbine to that caused by 
trees. This in itself is fundamentally 
flawed as the two concepts are 
incompatible. Trees produce short bursts 
of light flicker which are random in 
direction and duration whilst a turbine 
would produce a cyclical patterned effect 
over a fixed period of time, with regular 
intervals, all occurring in one direction. 
(Several articles relating to this can be 
found online). Again, without knowing 
the author of this article, it is not possible 
for readers to put these statements into 
context. 
The point I am trying to make is that 
having written a “meet the team” 
piece listing who everyone is, and 
their qualifications, it would help if the 
articles published (which I imagine are 
written by an individual and not as a 
group effort) identified the author. Then 
readers could judge for themselves 
whether statements such as those re light 



letters
flicker, noise pollution, and, in the latest 
edition, productivity, are pure opinion 
or a conclusion based on a study and the 
author’s qualifications.
The GCT website has also stated from 
the outset that “we have employed a 
professional ecologist to check there are 
no potential problems for local wildlife, 
particularly bats”. I and others within the 
community have e-mailed GCT through 
the website to request a copy of this 
report. To date none of us have received 
a copy, or even a reply to say that it 
is complete or still in progress. Other 
queries regarding how the proposed 2km 
limit in relation to housing will affect 
the project have also gone unanswered. 
People in the village want answers to 
legitimate questions, and to just not 
respond to them does nothing to help 
GCT in getting support for the project. 
The dismissive nature of some of the 
replies to letters in the Gazette can also 
be perceived as arrogant and again does 
nothing to make people want to support 
GCT. 
So I say to GCT: If someone has a 
concern, address it with facts, not 
opinions. If you haven’t done the survey 
“say so”, if it’s on-going “say so”, if it 
concludes there would be an impact “say 
so”. You may find that minimal impact 
is acceptable to people when weighed 
against the long-term benefits of the 
turbine. 
By now it has reached the stage where 
it’s time for GCT to put ALL the 
information on the table, submit their 
application and let those in favour 
support and those against object. You 
will never get everyone on side but at 
least you’ll be able to say people have 
made an informed decision based on all 
the information. And for those of you 
reading this thinking this is just another 
letter from someone else against the 
turbine, it may surprise you to learn that 
I’m all in favour of it. I am, however, just 
as much in favour of people’s right to 
choose based on facts and openness. 

Regards 
Mr G Neale

Dear Editor,
While this letter concerns the Gamlingay 
Turbine project it is something of a 
personal letter and I am not writing 
directly on behalf of the project. 

We have several times been accused of 
ignoring or disregarding the views of 
villagers. We have arranged two public 
meetings, and given presentations to the 
GRA, GEAG and the Parish Council. 
We have a website for questions that we 
endeavour to answer within 48 hours 
and we have our piece in the Gazette. I 
personally invited our main critics to face 
to face discussions at a place and time of 
their convenience (this was declined). We 
arranged a visit for villagers to a wind 
turbine and full scale wind farm at our 
cost.

Please will someone tell me just what 
more we can do?

Possibly people feel we take people’s 
opinions but ignore them. If someone 
says they are concerned that the turbine 
will be noisy we give the evidence 
that leads us to believe it will be quiet. 
How is this ignoring people? There is a 
difference between listening to people 
and “doing what they say”. Should I 
abandon a turbine project that I firmly 
believe to be quiet because someone, 
however sincerely, believes it to be 
noisy?

I fear we are increasingly subject to a 
‘double standard’. If someone says “I am 
concerned the turbine will be noisy” we 
take it seriously and do our best to make 
our case to them. The burden of proof is 
with us. However if someone just says 
“the turbine will be noisy” as a statement 
of fact then we are in a different ball 
game. If they say “the turbine will 
affect people’s health” then they are not 
‘expressing concern’ they are making an 
allegation or accusation. I cannot see why 
they should not follow the same rules 
of evidence that I try to follow. People 
making this kind of serious accusation 
should justify it. It is not ‘expressing 
concerns’ it is scaremongering, a very 
different thing.

Consultation is a two way process.

Mike Brettle
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News From 
Gamlingay Library

Many thanks to you all for your 
continued support of the Library. 
As you are all probably aware, due to the 
delays in the Hub, we will continue to be 
in residence in the Almshouse Chapel.
The Library has been successful in 
being shortlisted for the Co-operative 
Big Community Fund.  We are currently 
fundraising to get new computers to 

increase the number of 
Public Access Computers 
that will be available 
in the Hub from 2 to 4. 
We really hope that the 
village will get behind 

us and help us secure lots of votes so 
that we can win £2000.  To vote for 
Gamlingay Community Library, please 
go to the following website: www.
co-operative.coop/membership/local-
community/big-community-vote-2011 
and vote for us.  Thank you.

News from 
The Lodge nature reserve 
 by Mark Brandon

It may well be pouring with rain 
while you read this, but after the driest 
spring in over a century, we are certainly 
in need of it. 
Our woodland birds seem to have had a 
good breeding season in these conditions 
however, with many young birds fledging 
before the end of May. It may not be 
the same story with birds such as the 
house martin that need wet mud to build 
their nests, but they can be amazingly 
resourceful in finding any suitable damp 
areas to collect their nesting material 
from.
   Bird activity on the reserve begins 
to quieten down during July, the dawn 
chorus has faded and most birds have 
stopped singing,  you can still hear lots 
of tweets, cheeps and other soft calls as 
family parties forage through the trees. 
Although the bird life may be quieter 
at this time of year, The Lodge hosts 
an array of amazing dragonflies and 
butterflies, which can be seen dashing 
and fluttering around and adding colour 
and excitement to a summer walk.
The Lodge is the site of an Iron Age 
hillfort which sits astride Galley Hill, 
with views over the surrounding 
countryside and the Ivel valley. 
Archaeological diggings have been 
discovered showing that man lived here 
during the Bronze Age over 2,700 years 
ago. 
          We’ll be having our ‘Time 
Explorers 2’ event in July to celebrate the 
important historical heritage on the site 
and have a weekend of great activities 
lined up, with the highlight being the 
return of Will Lord, a ‘living, breathing’ 
caveman, with a wealth of knowledge on 
Prehistoric living. Sit around his fur lined 
tent and watch as Will creates weapons 
from stones and demonstrates how early 
man communicated with animal bones 
and horns, he goes down a storm!

The Lodge reserve is open every day 
of the week, from dawn to dusk, and 
there are plenty of organised events: just 
ring to book. Entry is included in the 
car-parking fee - £4 per car for non-
members, free if you are members or 
just visiting the shop. The shop (01767 
680541) is open every day and has 
everything for people who love nature. 

Here are some of our events over the next few weeks:
Date with nature Dusk watch. July/August/September
An exciting new event, experiencing the sights and sounds of the reserve as darkness creeps over and secretive nocturnal creatures 
begin to emerge!
BOOKING ESSENTIAL

Cost; RSPB members £4, non members £6- including car park and entry.
Check for latest news and dates on www.rspb.org.uk/thelodge

Date with Nature   Dragonfly watch  
Fri 1,8,15,22,29
Sat 2,16,23,30 July         11am-4pm
Sun 3,17,24,31
Meet our friendly staff and volunteers who will be on hand to show dragonflies, flitting and skimming around the ponds and the old swimming 
pool at the Lodge.
Binoculars available for even closer view!
Free event. Booking not required.
Car parking charges apply to Non-RSPB members.

‘Time Explorers2’ History and Archaeology weekend.
Sat 09 July     10am – 5pm    
Sun 10 July    10am – 5pm  
A whole weekend of activities for all the family!
Will Lord, the stone age caveman, recently seen on TV, will be demonstrating one of early mans first skills from his prehistoric shelter. 
Archaeologists and experts will be on hand with demonstrations, hands on fun and informative walks, discovering the important iron age hillfort 
on the site.
Follow the Time Trail and along the way watch as the smelter casts a bronze dagger. Children can turn into an ancient Britain warrior with a woad 
face paint, design and paint cave art, throw a spear and join in with lots of other great activities.
Costs; £5 charge per car.
 Hot food, drinks and refreshments available. Programme included in entry price.
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Every quarter, the Library is invited up 
to the Cambridgeshire County Library 
Stores in Huntingdon to choose 250 
books for the library.  This is a very 
big and daunting task – what books do 
people like? Are we selecting enough 
of the correct style of book?  We need 
your help.  Please drop in to the library 
a list of authors that you would like 
to see on our shelves or specific titles.  
It would be lovely to be able to have 
on offer an improved range of titles, 
especially whilst we 
are so short on shelf 
space.  Of course, we 
can always try and 
order your favourite 
titles in for you – and 
usually they will be in on our next 
delivery.

GAMLINGAY
 W.I.
   May, 2011 

by Gill Spaul
With a good turnout of 
members, and business 

quickly covered, speaker, Mr Keith Miles, 
with his topic “Born Under the Axle”, 
soon drew the ladies into the Romany way 
of life. Originally from India and Persia, 
the Romany gypsies had a mainly spoken 
language as few could read and write. 
Their homes were horse-drawn wagons, 
capable of covering 20-25 miles a day. 
The ornate decorations on each ‘caravan’ 
were all hand- painted often in gold leaf, 
and were living signatures of their makers. 
Horse brasses were symbols of good luck. 
Photographic slides showed tantalising 
pictures of lurcher dogs, horses, (mainly 
black and white) chickens kept in coops 
on the outside of the wagons, peg-making, 
men playing fiddles, fortune tellers and 
fairs. Only two percent of all wagons  now 
exist, a fact not totally unconnected to the 
Romany custom of burning the wagon and 
its contents upon the death of its owner. It 
was a  privilege to be allowed into this way 
of life, which has (almost)  disappeared 
- a fascinating subject. Donations from the 
evening were  collected for Keech Hospice.



GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY

Meeting in room 2 at the Village 
College

7.30pm on the second Monday of 
each month

New programme awaited

All welcome

The Farmland Museum and Denny Abbey 
presents 
Children’s Summer Holiday Activity 
Days

Children’s Activities take place every Thursday in the school 
holidays, between 12 and 4pm. There is no need to book, 
just turn up and join in the fun.  Suitable for ages 4+ and all 
children must be accompanied by an adult.
Admissions to the museum and all activities on offer: Adult 
£4.50, Concessions £3.50, Child £3, Under 5 FREE, Family ticket £13

The first children’s activity day kicks off with a celebration of National Archaeology 
Week with Children’s Archaeology Day…
Thursday 28 July, 12pm- 4pm: Archaeology Day 
Join in National Archaeology Week by learning how archaeologists discover and 
identify treasures from the past. Search for artefacts using proper techniques. Have 
a go at a sand tray dig. Bring your own finds for the experts to identify plus see 
archaeologists at work on our test pit excavations in the museum grounds throughout 
the day!
Thursday 4 August, 12pm- 4pm: Clay Extravaganza 
 Come and try your hand at making something in clay. Create anything from ‘sausages’ 
to sculptural masterpieces. Suitable for complete beginners and those more expert..
Thursday 11 August, 12pm- 4pm: Lovely Ladybirds
 Celebrate the humble but beautiful ladybird. Make one out of a paper plate. Design a 
ladybird hotel. Take part in a ladybird hunt. Make your own origami ladybird. Or just 
colour in a ladybird picture. You’ll not feel the same about them again!
 Thursday 18 August, 12pm- 4pm:    Pirates and Buccaneers!
 Come on me hearties; join the crew at Denny for some piratical adventuring. Follow 
the clues to find the hidden treasure. Make some essential pirate gear. Colour in a 3-D 
piratical scene. Come dressed up! Thursday 25 August, 12pm- 4pm:  My Museum 
 Don’t leave it to us; create your own museum. Make your own showcase for our 
museum mural by drawing, or making, objects from our collection out of paper and 
card, and arranging them the way you want 
Thursday 1 September, 12pm- 4pm: Time Detectives 
Investigate the history of Denny through the people who lived here. Romans, Knights 
Templar, Medieval and Tudor monks and nuns, farmers. Find evidence that they were 
here; dress up in replica costumes; then make objects that they would have used, such 
as shields, medieval tiles, etc.

On 8 May this year we had our first 
“Sunday @ 7” service at St Mary’s 
church. This was an experimental type of 
“alternative style” worship. 

The main part of the service was 
the singing of worship songs to the 
accompaniment of singers and a band. 
There were also prayers, a reading and 
a short talk. Over 40 people attended 
this service and the feedback was 
overwhelmingly positive. We were so 
encouraged that we are going to have 
another service in September (details 
below) and if that is also a success we 
shall consider having a service of this 

type on a regular basis, perhaps four 
times a year. So if you came last time, 
then please come again and bring your 
friends. If you didn’t come last time then 
why not give it a try?

Details of our next service:

Sunday 11th 
September @ 7pm

Sunday @ 7pm



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley

continued on page 2�

Your Councillors are always ready to 
help. If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact County 
Councillor Sebastian Kindersley on 
01767 651982 or skindersley@hotmail.
com or write to the Manor Barn, East 
Hatley, SG19 3JA. District Councillor 
Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or 
bridget@glockling.com 

Politics

Regular readers will know we very 
rarely mention politics – knowing full 
well that (1) most people hate politics in 
local government and (2) readers come 
from all sides of the political debate, and 
none.  Most Councillors put the interests 
of the people we represent above party 
politics. In a slight departure I am going 
to mention the very depressing first 
full Council meetings of the municipal 
year of both the District and County 
Councils which took place in May.  
As happens at these meetings every 
year membership of committees is 
announced and voting takes place for the 
roles of chairs and vice-chairs of those 
committees. We recognise the right of 
the administration to take advantage of 
their position, but it is sad the way in 
which they demonstrated their strength 
– by removing Opposition chairmen, 
by rejecting local Members in favour of 
political appointments (for example to 
Comberton Village College), reforming 
the Constitution to reduce question time 
at meetings, reducing Committee sizes 
and so on. Committees do very valuable 
work and the chairmanship is crucial 
in driving that work forward, and each 

of those roles should be filled by the 
individual most capable of achieving 
that aim; the people we represent have 
a right to expect that competency is the 
paramount consideration to ensure that. 
Democracy – and importantly YOUR 
interests - were not well served during 
May and the divisiveness that was 
created may be a drain on the energy of 
the councils at a time when we need to be 
all pulling in the same direction.  And the 
reason for all this? “We want to give the 
Opposition a good kicking this year”. A 
great shame. 

Large Scale Photovoltaic Installations

The application for a large PV 
farm in Croydon on Lower Rd has 
been withdrawn for the time being.  
Apparently there is a need to carry out 
more work on the archaeology of the 
area but local residents have been very 
concerned that it might impact adversely 
on road safety on what is already an 
accident blackspot.

Money at South Cambs

The end of year performance report 
highlighted the superb performance 
of the Revenues & Benefits team at 
South Cambs with 99.3% of Council 
Tax collected and 99.6% of Business 
Rates. This latter is not just a testament 
to the commitment of the team at 
SCDC but is also a reflection on South 
Cambridgeshire’s economic position.  
The Treasury Management Team’s 
performance has continued at a high 
level although financing arrangements 
for the £205.6m debt which the Housing 
Revenue Account will have to meet 
will provide a huge challenge. SCDC 
is also looking at ways in which it can 
provide investment strategy support to 
parish councils who may be holding 
considerable sums in reserves or in 
preparation for specific projects.

So what is this £205.6m debt that South 
Cambs has to meet, I hear you cry? 
Basically all local Authorities that have 
kept their own Council Housing have 
to buy it back from the Government. In 
return for taking on this debt (shared 
between a lot of places but with needless 
to say South Cambs the highest amount) 
the District can keep the % of council 
house rents which currently goes to the 
Government – which they will need to 



continued from page 23
pay the debt!

In theory we will then own our housing 
free of all interference (in 25 years time, 
or so) assuming no other Government 
changes the rules. Incidentally – this debt 
does not impact on the general ratepayer 
– it is ringfenced within the Housing 
account. 

Dead Foxes

It looks like the spate of dead foxes in 
Little Gransden is down to a disease 
rather than poisoning.  However, there 
are indications that poisoning might 
be occurring elsewhere in the patch so 
please do keep us posted.

Police Matters

South Cambs Councillors were offered 
the opportunity to meet Simon Parr, the 
new Chief Constable for Cambridgeshire.  
He gave a very polished presentation 
in which he talked about engaging 
with communities. ‘Policing’ he said 
‘isn’t something that should be done to 
communities’ and believes that policing 
objectives/priorities should be set 
appropriately for different communities. 
Collaboration with Hertfordshire and 
Bedfordshire would be on such things 
as HR, Procurement and other central 
services which would save money so 
that, he said,  we would see no loss of 
constables or PCSO’s. 

A ten part documentary series focusing 
on Cambridgeshire Constabulary is due 
to start on June 6th screened on Sky 1 
and Sky 1HD at 9pm. ‘Cop Squad’ will 
give viewers an insight into policing 
in Peterborough, Huntingdon and 
Cambridgeshire, alongside the Counties 
rural towns and villages. Tune in and see 
how your money is spent!!!  (You pay 
more Council Tax to the Police Authority 
than you do to South Cambs, just as a 
reminder…)

Little Gransden Airfield.

The next Children in Need event is 28th 
August. The recent Liaison meeting 
at the airfield did warn of an expected 
increase in aircraft during the Olympics 
next year. 
Cambridgeshire Guided Bus
New contractors, Jackson Civil 
Engineering, have started work on fixing 

the well publicised defects along the 
route. Following the handover of the 
project by BAM Nuttall in April the costs 
of correcting the defects will be deducted 
from the bill. The defects include the 
leaking River Great Ouse Viaduct, the 
flooding St Ives Park & Ride site, the 
potential cracking beams and so on, 
Currently  work is also continuing on 
surfacing the cycleway in the northern 
section from Milton Road to Swavesey 
and in the southern section around 
Trumpington Meadows. 
Understandably residents are keen to 
use the route – given that it cost them 
£71m extra on top of the original cost 
- however heavy construction vehicles 
are in operation so advice is not to, until 
all the work is complete. The Council 
is monitoring the progress of works 
and once all the work is underway and 
significantly complete, the bus operators 
can register their timetables. Operators 
are required to give 56 days notice to the 
Traffic Commissioner before the new 
services begin. The opening date will 
be announced around the same time as 
timetables are registered.  
 
The Busway route will link directly in to 
Cambridge Rail Station with the journey 
on The Busway from the railway station 
to Addenbrookes taking just four minutes 
and eight minutes to Trumpington Park 
& Ride – useful for residents in the 
Gamlingay division, hopefully. .

Blythe Way Sheltered Housing 
Gamlingay

We have reported that some of the trees 
in Blythe Way are cutting light out of 
some of the bungalows.  The tree officer 
agrees that this is a problem and assures 
us that the work will be carried out 
before the end of the year. 

Bus 75

Many residents are anxious about 
the County’s decision to cut all the 
subsidized bus services over the next 4 
years. Service 75 is a wholly contracted 
service and therefore under the current 
budget proposal the whole of the service 
is under threat. County officers cannot 
give me any details as to when the 75 
service may be affected as planning 
has yet to be completed; however, they 
have assured me that they will consult 
on proposed changes before taking 

any final decisions. The County argues 
that it is essential that it makes the best 
possible use of the money available 
and has started a substantial project, in 
cooperation with many County partners 
and colleagues, to see if it can make 
up for any subsidised bus service cuts 
by introducing innovative, more cost 
effective and targeted public transport 
alternatives. Officers further assure 
me that this work is progressing well 
and they hope to be able to introduce 
alternative transport solutions in a timely 
fashion. So although they cannot give 
us a categorical assurance to retain the 
75, they say that they are doing their 
best to minimise any adverse affects by 
investigating innovative alternatives.
A survey conducted by two bus users (of 
Hatley St George and Haslingfield) show 
72% of the 7am users are commuting 
(to school/work). 82% of all users have 
NO alternative transport. The loss of 
this service would have a substantial 
detrimental impact. We need more and 
more of this kind of info to make our 
case. Residents of 11 different Parishes 
responded to this survey.

Speed Limits

At the last meeting of the committee 
that decides speed limits we urged for 
the reduction of the limit to 50mph on 
Lower Rd, Croydon.  This request was 
upheld by the County Council Cabinet 
which is great as they rejected all 
other recommendations.  Thank you to 
Gamlingay Firemen for giving Bridget 
very useful evidence to help her argue 
the case.

What does Localism mean to you?
On the doorstop many people ask what 
the Localism agenda so enthusiastically 
promoted by our current Government 
actually means. So I thought a message 
from the County perspective might 
help, in relation to the proposed yellow 
lines in Haslingfield (but applicable to 
every Parish). Here goes – “The County 
Council are acting as a facilitator for 
the Parish Council in its objective to 
implement waiting restrictions. We have 
given professional advice and as such 
have made the Parish Council aware 
of the potential issues that may arise 
from implementing the restrictions and 
the need to approach this proposal with 
caution. The localism agenda requires 
the Parish Council to take ownership of 

continued on page 25
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Narcissus Hawera, another small and 
delicate daffodil.
A mass of blue amongst the trees 
caught our eye. This turned out to be 
Pulmonarias, they never grow as well 
or are floriferous as these were, in my 
garden. As usual, I blame it on the soil.
This is definitely the time to visit the 
garden to see blossoming trees, there 
were many species of prunus and malus 
all looking wonderful, but undoubtedly 
the stars of the show were the magnolias. 
There were numerous species and 
cultivars with flowers like large goblets, 
as well as the smaller magnolia Stellata 
with its white starry blooms. Eric Savill, 
a very pretty pink one, was named 
after the founder of the garden. A few 
Rhododendrons added red and bright 
pink to the scene, while the early Azaleas 
supplied many blue shades.
In contrast to all the gorgeous flowers an 
Acer Palmetum Cishio Improved stopped 
us dead in our tracks with its stunning 
crimson new foliage. It was even better 
than our Acer foliage in the autumn.
Along the banks of a stream, masses 
of the yellow spathes of Lysitchiton 
Americanus and marsh marigolds shone 
brightly in the sun. A beautiful sight best 
viewed from a distance as when one gets 
really close to them the reason Lysichiton 
Americanus is also called skunk cabbage 
becomes very obvious. Clumps of 
purple and white Fritillaria Meleagris, 
the snakes head fritillaria were planted 
amongst them but we didn’t feel like 
hanging around to admire their delicate 
beauty for too long.
There is a restaurant, a shop, and a 
plant sales area, all of which we visited 
during the day, and in spite of resolving 
not to buy any plants, I ended up with 
three. However, you do  get your plants 
in a very posh carrier bag, and I look 
forward to swaggering out of Sainsbury’s 
carrying a bag 
with ‘The Royal 
Landscapes, 
Crown Estate, 
Windsor’, written 
all over it.

the proposal and this entails them being 
accountable for the outcomes rather 
than the County Council. In practice this 
means that if the waiting restrictions are 
implemented the Parish Council will 
need to respond to representations made 
by individuals that are unhappy with 
this.”  
So now we know. 

 Cambridgeshire Countryside Watch
 
CCW keeps members informed about all 
rural crime by a telephone answer service 
in the evening (hopefully this will be 
email soon). They also do live on-going 
incidents by sending text messages to the 
members in the area the incident is taking 
place, for example hare coursing!! 
In addition they do a site survey of the 
security on a yard/farm, etc., when they 
originally sign up and offer advice where 
necessary, loaning members security 
equipment such as security alarms, 
electric engravers and die cast stamps. 
For more information on Countryside 
Watch, please visit - http://www.
cambscountrysidewatch.org.uk/

Gamlingay Police Panel Meeting 

The next panel meeting will be 
Haslingfield Village Hall starting at 7pm 
on Thursday 14th July 2011.

Casework

Your Councillors are here to help you. 
Please do feel free to contact us with 
comments, questions, problems or 
complaints. We hope we can help but if 
we can’t we are likely to know someone 
who can! 

Savill Garden April 2011
The first thing that caught my eye on 
entering the garden was the woodland 
trees. Their emerging new leaves covered 
them in a pale green haze that made a 
perfect backdrop for the more spectacular 
blossoming trees. Most of the mass 
plantings of the large flowered daffodils 
were over, but many of the grassy areas 
were liberally sprinkled with the tiny 
flowers of Narcissus Bulbocodium, 
the hooped petticoat daffodil. On the 
edge of the woodland were plantings of 

PACKING
The list is endless, so it seems,
The car is jam packed tight,
There’s such a lot of everything,
It’s not a pretty sight.

Gazebo, igloo, toilet tent,
Oh – don’t forget the loo,
Sleeping bags and pillows,
Blankets, lilo’s (two).

Food and drink, some pots and 
pans,
Corkscrew, tea towel, telly (?),
Sun-cream, rain-mac, headache 
pills,
Now, where’s the other welly?

Mobile ’phone and note book,
Just in case there’s time,
To ‘phone a friend, or send a card,
Or even write a rhyme.

Clothing is a problem,
With England’s “iffy” weather,
So woolly scarf more sensible,
Than glam’rous boa (feather).

Did we pack the tissues?
Do we really need that kite?
There’s hardly room for you and 
me,
And all for just one night!

Gill Spaul



by Youth Workers: Mrs Carol Wright/ Mrs Chris Robins

Dear Parents

PLAYSCHEME 8th – 12th August 2011

This year Playscheme will be held week beginning 8th August 2011.  It is only open 
to children who attend school (this may be any school , not just GVC and Gamlingay 
First School).  The morning sessions begin at 9.30am and end at 12 noon.  The 
afternoon sessions begin at 1.00pm and end at 3.30pm.  The Playscheme closes for 
an hour between 12.00-1.00pm for lunch.  During this hour parents are requested 
to collect their children and take them home or, if preferred, a packed lunch may be 
eaten on the front lawn of the college (children must be supervised by an adult).  The 
Playscheme staff cannot be held responsible for any unsupervised children during 
lunch time.

If your child is unable to attend a session due to unforeseen circumstances I 
would appreciate it if you would telephone the school and leave a message on the 
answerphone.  This will alleviate any problems should we need to do a roll call.

During Playscheme the children will be looked after by qualified staff and volunteer 
helpers.  Parents wishing to help are most welcome - we always need help with 
the craft kits and washing up for the cookery.  Alternatively some parents may feel 
happier staying with their children to help them settle in.

To speed up the booking process I will be at Gamlingay First School, at the front 
of the school on Wednesday 29 June at 3.25pm to collect any completed forms and 
monies.  Parents are also welcome to deliver completed forms in to me at Gamlingay 
Village College.  Should you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me on 
650360 during school hours or at home out of school hours on 651120.

The cost of each session is £2.00 per child.  For this money the children may play 
snooker, table tennis, table football, watch videos, build with Lego, play with various 
toys or use the play parachute.  Also on offer, at an extra cost, are various crafts and 
cookery sessions. Listed below are brief descriptions of each of these:

JUNIOR YOUTH CLUB
GAMLINGAY VILLAGE COLLEGE

Station Road, Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds, SG19 3HA Telephone: 01767 650360



Shrinkles
A sheet of plastic with a drawing on is 
coloured in by the children, then it is 
shrunk in an oven to produce a key ring, 
necklace or a badge.
Ceramic Painting
The children decorate a cup, bowl or 
plate.
Sequin Art(7+)
Children choose a motive and pin sequins 
into the design
Fabric Painting(6+)
Children paint a white t-shirt (obtainable 
via the booking form)
Cookery-Monday
The children will make rock cakes 
Cookery-Tuesday (both sessions)
Children will make rainbow sugar 
cookies and fill them with cream in the 
afternoon
Cookery- Wednesday(under 10)
Children will make krispie cakes
Cookery-Thursday (am)
Children will make pitta bread pizzas 
which they may eat for their lunch.
Cookery-Thursday(pm)
The children will make orange spice 
biscuits
Scratch Cards
The children will draw a design of their 
choice on a scratch card.
Trinket Boxes
The children are given a small cardboard 
trinket box which they will decorate.
Mask Painting
The children will be given a mask to 
paint to their own design.
Clock Making
Children draw a design on a CD and then 
add clock hands and mechanism

Fridge Magnets
Children decorate a mould and attach a 
magnet
Fantasy Film (7+)
Children form a flower or butterfly with 
fine wire, this is then dipped in a special 
film to form coloured petals or wings.
Circusology (Wednesday afternoon only)
This will be the event for the Wednesday 
afternoon only.  Circusology is coming 
for an afternoon of Circus Skills!  Have 
fun in our hands-on workshops where 
you can learn how to juggle, spin a plate, 
balance things on your chin, walk on 
stilts and many other challenges.  You 
can even try to ride a unicycle (very 
tricky).  Check out photos and more  
information on the Circusology website 
www.circusology.co.uk.  There are 35 
places available, children must be aged 
7+.
Talent Show
On the final morning we will be holding 
a talent show at 10.45am, parents 
are welcome to come and watch the 
children display their ‘talents’.  In the 
past children have sung, danced, told 
jokes and juggled. This show is not 
expected to be of a professional standard 
as we feel that any ‘talent’ the children 
choose to express should be applauded.  
Georgie has kindly offered to be here 
for the entire week and will help any 
child/children to perfect their ‘talent’ 
prior to the show.  Any child wishing to 
take part should see Georgie during the 
week.  There is no charge to take part in 
the show.)



Annual Report of the 
Gamlingay/Gransden Scout 

Group

 Exec Committee
by Martin White – Chairman

The Group collects subs on a term basis. 
These are used for the administration 
costs of the Scout Association at District, 
County and National levels, as well as 
supporting the individual units within the 
Group. Despite raging inflation we are 
still managing to keep the subs at £25 per 
term and we hope to be able to continue 
to do so.
The HQ building continues to be our 
priority and we now have planning 
permission for the extension. We intend 
to move the stores wall forward to the 
line of the kitchen. This will allow us 
to clear the main hall and give a safer 
environment for games, etc. By moving 
the front wall of the toilets forward we 
will be able to include a disabled facility. 
Lastly, a new roof will be built over 
the existing one to remove the threat of 
recurring leaks. Unfortunately, we again 
face a future of uncertainty following 
the pending decision to close the 
Gamlingay College and go to a two-tier 
education system. Whilst that does not 
directly affect us, the future of the Lower 
School might. A decision is expected in 
September, but in the meantime we have 
a sub-committee looking at funding. 
In view of this the Exec have taken the 
decision to halt any capital expenditure 
until the future is known.
Once again the annual census return 
shows that over 100 uniformed members 
belong to the Group. An achievement 
that shows that all the hard work put in 
by the leaders pays off and that Scouting 
in the 21st century is still relevant. We 
really do owe them a resounding vote of 
thanks.

Introducing the New Group 
Scout Leader
by Dan Whiddett

I am writing this letter by way of 
introduction to myself as the new 
Group Scout Leader for the Gamlingay 
& Gransden Scout Group. I took over 
from Barry who had acted as Scouter in 
Charge/Acting Group Scout Leader for 
many years and I hope to be able to fulfil 
this role for some years to come.
Barry learnt of my past involvement in 
the Movement through conversations we 
had during contacts through work. I had 

been a Cub (Beavers did not exist then), 
Scout and Venture Scout. I have held 
warrants as a leader in Hitchin, Chester 
and Bishop’s Stortford Districts. I 
generally took a new warrant as I moved 
around the country for work purposes, 
and when I was made aware that a Group 
needed a new leader in some capacity, 
because I wanted to put back some of 
what I had received from the Scout 
Movement.
I resisted Barry’s requests to take up 
the role of GSL for some time. My last 
warrant prior to this had been about 13 
years ago. Scouting had changed a lot 
and I had a lot of commitments at work 
as well as with other organisations. 
However, late last year, having 
relinquished some of my other voluntary 
work, I agreed to take on the role and I 
was re-invested into the Movement by 
Barry at our St. George’s Day parade 
in Waresley church and before a large 
proportion of the Group.
Scouting has changed a lot and my role 
represents a huge learning curve for 
me, but I am fortunate to have some 
very experienced and supportive section 
leaders to help me and with that help 
I am sure the Group will continue to 
thrive.

Gamlingay and 
Gransden Beavers 

Group
by Karen Crutchington

Three years on ...
Beavers  is currently made up of boys 
whose ages range between 6 and 8. We 
meet on Thursday evenings between 
6 and 7pm. There is a waiting list of 
children and our intake is planned up 

to Summer 2012. Since Sept we 
have seen 9 boys go up to Cubs, 
sadly taking with them some of our 
regular parent helpers.
We have 2 Warranted Leaders and 
a rota of parent helpers. Ian, Assistant 
Beaver Leader now has his Provisional 
Warrant and is well on his way to being 
fully warranted. I am about to be granted 
my Wood Badge, after 3 painful years!!
Weekly meetings are focussed around 
gaining badges such as the Faith 
and Promise badge where we visited 
Gamlingay Church, learnt about the 
Jewish festival of Hannukah, attended 
Remembrance Day parade and learnt 
about our flag, the Beaver promise and 
what it means to belong to a group. The 
Global Challenge badge, where we learnt 
about flags, languages and foods of other 
countries, as well as the importance of 
Fair Trade. The Outdoor Badge where 
we went tobogganing at Bassingbourn 
Barracks and our ‘wide games’ on the 
school field. For the Safety badge, we 
have already visited the Gamlingay Fire 
Station and later this term we will learn 
about fire and road safety.
We have been visited by animals from 
Wood Green and later this term, we have 
a Police Explosives Dog coming  to do 
a demonstration for us. We have flipped, 
raced and eaten pancakes, made dragons 
from egg boxes and Union Jacks to wave 
during the Royal Wedding. Our activities 
are varied and sometimes a little messy, 
but we always try our best to work as a 
team and above all enjoy ourselves at our 
Thursday evening meets.
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Last weekend we joined hundreds 
of other Beavers at Wicksteed Park 
for the Beds County Sleepover. 

Despite everyone sleeping in one 
enormous room, we managed to get 

a few hours sleep and were up at 5am 
to enjoy the rides and attractions at the 
park. Ten Beavers came, accompanied 
by three ‘leaders’. The children were a 
credit to the group and appeared to enjoy 
their first taste of ‘Nights Away!’ The 
highlight for me was the whole county 
around a campfire singing about gobbling 
up worms and other delightful things! 
I would like to thank Dillon Ashpole 
and Janette Rafferty for accompanying 
me on the trip and remaining in high 
spirits despite their look of horror at the 
sleeping arrangements!
We enjoy getting together with the rest 
of our group. We attended St George’s 
Day parade with the rest of the Group at 
Waresley Church and enjoyed watching 
our new GSL nearly being covered in 
egg!. Remembrance Day parade was held 
in Gamlingay and we proudly paraded 
to the Baptist church for a service which 
included a little bit of Dr Who cinema!
I would like to thank Ian and Sharon (a 
regular parent helper) without whom I 
could not run Beavers. We are always 
looking for fresh ideas and new bodies 
to help, so if you find Thursday evenings 
boring, come along and enjoy the fun 
with us! You don’t have to wear a 
uniform, you just need to wear a smile 
when the world around you has gone 
mad!!

First Gamlingay Cub Pack
by Steve Palmer

 Pack Evenings
We have kept the boys entertained on 
Tuesday evenings with loads of different 
activities, listed below are a few of the 
activities we have completed.
Mapping, compass work, swimmers 
badge, recycling, tracking, first aid, 
building bird boxes, and knots. We have 
also worked on the Community, Global 
Challenge and Creativity badges.
 
District Events
We entered a number of the District 
Events during the year.

Sports day was an exciting event and as 
usual a good team turned out. The track 
at Sandy Upper School was used for the 
first time and it was an evening event. 
The Cubs did very well. A number of 
certificates were collected but at the end, 
unfortunately, we didn’t feature in the 
team awards this year.

The ten pin bowling this year was held at 
Eat ‘n’ Bowl in St Neots again. As usual I 
opened the event to Sixers and Seconders 
only. The turnout was disappointing 
only two Cubs turned out, we had more 
leaders than Cubs attending.
 
The Cross country and Tug-of-War was 
held at Woodbury Park near Everton. We 
got to the third/fourth place this year. The 
Cubs did their best in the cross country 
Ben Jones was the star this year; he won 
the 9 year old race and the team won the 
9 year team event. Well done to all the 
Cubs who took part and well done to 

the Gamlingay Everton Cubs who were 
runners up in the Tug-of-War, and also 
won the overall Cross Country team 
award.

District Junk Modeling which was held 
at Potton, this was a new event for us this 
year. A good team of Cubs along with 
parent helpers. The theme was transport, 
looking at the results I am glad I wasn’t 
the judge. Isaac was awarded first place 
with Thomas the Tank Engine along with 
carriages and a fat controller.
 
We attended the St George’s Day parade 
at Waresley this year where we had a 
great group event, held on 8th May. It 
was a great parade, it was good to see the 
group together.
 
Camps.
There is only one camp to report on this 
year.

The camp at Tolmers was cancelled last 
year due to leader illness. 

Little Abington - September 2010

Activities Included:- 
 Gadget Making
 Backwoods cooking
 Hike to Linton Zoo
 Visit to Linton Zoo
 Camp Fire

A good camp back at Little Abington for 
an autumn camp. Highlights of the camp 
must be the hike and visit to Linton Zoo. 
Akela did the cooking this time. The 
weather was good until the time came 
to take the tents down when the heavens 
opened.
 
We have continued the matchless fire 
lighting for backwoods cooking using 
cotton wool and the spark sticks, all fires 
have lit successfully.

The latest camp was the District Sixers 
and Seconders held at Boyd Field at 
Henlow, held last weekend, report to 
follow.

The camps wouldn’t go ahead without 
the team of helpers including:-.William 
Colebrook, Philip and Jackie Hough, and 
Lewis and Ruth Davies, a great team of 
leaders/helpers.

Forthcoming Events
There are two camps planned - at 
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Tolmers in July and at Bromham in 
September. 

Pond Dipping at Paxton Pits, District 
Sports day, Remembrance Day parade, 
District Carol service, 

Thank You’s
There are a lot of people who help me 
with the pack without which there would 
be no Cubs - I cannot do it all myself.

Philip Hough 
William Colebrook 
Lewis Davies 
Anthony Brown.one of the Explorers 
who has continued to help Tuesday 
evenings.

William and Lewis were both invested 
as adult leaders this year. They are both 
doing the required training modules, 
Lewis is organizing the July camp at 
Tolmers as part of the ‘Nights Away’ 
training.
When planning Tuesday evening 
activities one leader is given 
responsibility to organize each evening, 
ensuring the resources are available, 
contacting guests speakers, etc. This 
has worked very well and relieves the 
pressure on Akela.

The team of parents who have agreed 

to help for pack evenings, camps and 
transport when needed, including Jackie 
Hough, and Ruth Davies.

All the other leaders/helpers in 
Gamlingay Scout Group for their ideas/
guidance.

Philip’s other half Jackie, Lewis’ other 
half Ruth, William’s Mum and of course 
my wife Kay who allow us to give up 
their free time to enable the boys to have 
an enjoyable time at Cubs and at camps.

All the Leaders/Helpers are volunteers 
who give up their free time.
I am sure there are other parents out there 
who could spare a few hours a week 
helping.

Gransden/Everton Cub 
Pack

by Barry Jefferd - Akela
Pack Camp –Holt Island – July 2010
The highlight of any Scouting year is 
the camps.  The District Sixers and 
Seconders Camp was last weekend, so a 
report will have to wait until next year, 
however I would like to thank Steve 
Palmer the Gamlingay Akela, who did all 
the organisation.
Our one camp during the year was our 
pack camp at Holt Island, a real Island at 
St Ives, reached by a footbridge.

For once we had glorious 
weather.  Friday night 
was tent pitching time.  
As usual Saturday began 
with a challenging 
hike, a circular route 
via Houghton, the 
Hemingfords, and St 
Ives.  The weather was 
excellent and an afternoon 
canoeing provided a 
welcome relief; it was 
not even cold when we 
fell in.  Firelighting and 
cooking, and a rousing 
camp fire finished the 
day.  Sunday morning 
is always the highlight. 
Firstly, we had bath 
racing around the lake on 
the site.  These unsinkable 
vessels provide hours of 
fun.  Baloo had joined us, 
and each six was given 
a turn around the site on 
our home built raft.  Great 
fun. 

District and Other Events
Sports Day Held at Sandy 
Athletics Track, where we finished 
second overall.
Remembrance Parade At 
Gamlingay War Memorial and the 
Baptist Church, a new venue for us 
where the cubs were very smart.
Tug-of-War After our victory 
in 2010 we had high hopes and reached 
the final before losing two pulls to one 
against Sandy Saxons.
Cross Country A very successful 
afternoon. In the 9 year race, Ethan Cobo 
came second and in the 10 year race, 
Matthew James came third. We  won 
the overall team competition, for the 
sixth year running.  This was achieved 
primarily as all the Pack took part.  Well 
done.
St George’s Parade The District’s 
annual parade was cancelled so the 
Group organised its own at Waresley 
Church.  A very impressive turnout.

Programme
The Cub programme leads to us having 

some theme evenings and these included: 
Bug Hunting Collecting insects at 
The Cinques in Gamlingay (and stopping 
Ben Wallis from eating them).
Archery England International Tony 
Weston, provided an evening of shooting 
arrows.
Fire lighting An evening at Henlow 
campsite.
Road Safety Prowling the streets of 
Gamlingay.
Ten Pin Bowling At St Neots, the pack 
champion was Jack Lovesey
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Thanks
Each year I finish by saying “thank 

you”. Perhaps I should start with 
them.  The activities and the pack 
can only continue because of the 
excellent leadership team we have.  

My sincere thanks to: 
George Miles (Kaa)

 Keiran Williams (Rama)
Susan Jefferd (Raksha)
 Please remember Scouting should be 
fun!

Gamlingay Scout Troop 
(Thursdays)

by Phil Wood and Brandon 
Booth, Scout Leaders

This year it’s a case of out with 
the old and in with the new as 
Brandon has stepped forward 
to take on the Troop since 
April, leaving Phil to concentrate on the 
Explorers. So this AGM report is very 
much a joint effort.  
Since it has been a year of transition we 
have perhaps done less than we usually 

do but having said that 
we still managed- three 
teams in the District 
Hike competition, 
Winter Camp at Gilwell 
and our highlight of 
the year, summer camp 
in the Lake District. 
Not forgetting that 
two Scouts – David 
Naylor and Ben Barker 
– completed their Chief 
Scout Gold Award, the 
highest award in this 
section.
For summer camp 
we took 34 Scouts, 
Explorers and Leaders 
for a week-long 
international camp 
called Red Rose 2010. 
Our camp was on the 

highest part of the site and a 20 minute 
walk downhill to the toilet block, which 
did focus the mind! We shared the site 
with the local wildlife including a nest of 
hornets and numerous tics (to keep our 
first aid team busy) – despite this it was 
quite cosy. The range of activities was 
vast from fly fishing and pony trekking 
to sailing and crate stacking. We even 
celebrated Christmas – on Aug 1st! 
Despite being in the Lakes the weather 
was even quite kind. My thanks go out 
to our team of leaders without whom this 

could not have happened – Di, George, 
Paul, Rachel and Wayne not forgetting 
Jim Barker for all of his driving.
The Troop has moved on as well – since 
summer camp, ten of the older Scouts 
have transferred to Explorers, so we now 
have smaller numbers each week but it 
creates opportunities for other young 
people to take on responsibilities.  
So what’s next?

Joint Explorers and Scouts trip to 
Bassingbourne ski centre on 26th 
May
At least one team taking part in the 

Summer County 
Hike (Kent 
challenge) over 
weekend of 25th 
June
· Make sure 
the scouts are 
having fun!

Start planning a camp as early as it 
is practical to do so.
Boost the number of Scouts 

It is very early days but the plans for the 
forthcoming year will develop, with an 
input from the Scouts, as we go along.
 Finally some Thank You’s
To our team of Young Leaders – George 
Wood, Tim Beech, and Mark Harris. 
These are Explorers who are coming 
back to help at Scout meetings each 
week. They are a great example to 
the Scouts and invaluable to the adult 
Leaders.
To Paul, fellow Leader and friend 
without whom this would not work every 
week.
 PPS Special thanks to Phil for the last 

•

•

•

•

•

10 years as Scout Leader, and the last 2 
months as a great mentor.  

Gamlingay and Gransden 
Scout (Friday) Troop

by Chris Elwood, Scout leader
Since I gave our first year’s report we 
have had an eventful year. Firstly we 
have acquired a name - the “Scout 
Troop” which is far more appropriate 
than the Friday troop and is very relevant 
to our locality. This was appropriately 
announced at the church parade we 
attended at Little Gransden with the 
Canadian Air force representatives, 
at which we presented them with a 
commemorative plaque to take back to 
their air base.

We took part in a night hike most of 
which was on the Green Sands Trail, 
from Sandy to Gransden, which was very 
successful, camping in Gransden at the 
local Campsite. The entire troop took 
part, and we had Dads walking with us 
and Mums providing refreshments at two 
stops on the way.
We have also had a summer camp at 
Holt Island where we camped with the 
Gransden and Everton Cub Pack. The 
Scouts did their own cooking, canoed, 
went on a hike, and had a great time. 
Yes they got wet, but this time it was by 
choice, not due to any rain. 
We have had a visit to Hammerton Park 
zoo, near Peterborough, where there are 
many endangered species, including 
tigers. This was a great day out and I 
would recommend it to other packs / 
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troops or to families.
We have encouraged the Scouts to 
participate in badge work this year, 
including work towards their challenge 
badges. Most of this work has been done 
by our ASL, Phil Ramsey, who continues 
to put a lot of hard work into the troop 
and is very popular with the members 
of the troop. Thanks Phil. Again I would 
also like to thank Rose Marroncelli who 
continues to help us as part of her Duke 
of Edinburgh’s award scheme. Without 
Phil and Rose running the troop would be 
much more difficult.
Phil and I are both attending our 
Greenfield course in June and are 
planning to run another night hike in 
early July, where we hope we can get our 
‘Night’s Away’ permit validated. Once 
this is achieved, we can move on to some 
serious camping!! 
Our numbers peaked at thirteen this year, 
but have dropped recently. I am sure 
they will grow again as Cubs move up to 
Scouts in the future. 

Explorer Scout Unit
by Phil Wood, Explorer Unit Leader

The Explorer Unit started in 2005 from 
the older Scouts in our Troop. In the six 
years we have been going it has been a 
lot of fun. This year has once again 
seen a significant turnover in 
our numbers – while the 
last two of our founder 
members left us to go to 
University, they were 
offset by ten of the older 
Scouts coming up to join 
us. So we finish the year 
with our largest membership 
ever – 20.
The unit has developed in a 
number of ways. Six of our members are 
Young Leaders, regularly helping with 
the other sections in the Group. Last year 
I said that the members in the unit were 
becoming more independent. Well this 
has continued; four members joining a 
national week long Environmental Camp 
– project 821 and they are going back 
this year. Also one of the unit is attending 
the World Scout Jamboree in Sweden this 
summer, one is going to Holland while 
three more are currently fundraising 
towards a five week Scout expedition 
to Botswana in 2012. The experience 
gained from such events is life changing 
and we wish them all well.
Explorers are different to the other 
sections in many respects – we rarely 

wear uniform, we have a flexible 
approach to start and end times of 
meetings, we are nominally attached to 
a wider District organisation (although 
in reality our strength is because we 
remain strongly linked to the Gamlingay 
and Gransden Group).  Have no doubts 
though, this is still Scouting with all of 
its values and not a glorified youth club.
Our programme is as varied as the 
interests of 14 to 18 year olds can be! It 
ranges from: traditional Scout activities 
– various forms of cooking are high on 
the units list of priorities. 
Life skills – First aid training, 
presentations, debating and teamwork.  
Social awareness – impact of alcohol/
Aids, environment and climate change, 
ethical debates on immigration, spiritual 
and service activities such as attending 
the St Georges day parade.
Through to the wacky, such as making 
match rockets fire the length of the hut or 
seeing Monty Python at the theatre. We 
have been karting and have skiing and 
gliding coming up.
Awards
Explorers also have an award structure 
that ties in and mirrors the Duke of 
Edinburgh scheme. This year one of the 
unit – Mark Harris – completed the Chief 
Scout Platinum award. Several others are 
working towards other awards.

Summer Camp
Nine of the unit joined our 

combined summer camp 
to Red Rose in the Lake 
District..
Thanks
I need to thank the 
Gamlingay and Gransden 

Group for their ongoing 
support of the section. 

To all of the Explorers for putting 
up with whatever we throw at them, they 
are a good bunch. 
To Ben Bates, for his continued help 
each week. Ben is going to University 
in September and we wish him well. 
That does mean there will be a space 
for another leader so volunteers are 
welcome.
To my wife Rachel, for her 
encouragement and help in leading this 
motley crew.

Thanks to you all.

The Gamlingay 
Show 

Saturday 17th 
September 2011
Further reminders of the children’s 
classes will be circulated via the schools 
and pre-schools at the beginning of the 
Autumn term. 

We’d like to thank the First School, the 
Village College and Londis Stores who 
will have spare copies of these forms 
should you require more. Completed 
entry forms may also be left at these 
drop-off points. Hand in your entry forms 
by 4pm on Friday 16th September at a 
cost of only 30p per entry. Entry forms 
handed in on Show day will cost 50p per 
entry.

The committee is very grateful to all 
those people who have offered help on 
the day but we still need more! So please 
don’t feel shy – just half-an-hour of 
your time on Friday 16th September or 
Saturday 17th September will make such 
a difference.

Please contact the Show Committee at 
gamlingay_show@yahoo.co.uk or on 
07519921126 if you can offer help.

Many thanks from The Gamlingay Show 
Committee



Artificial grass is now becoming very 
popular and a very good alternative to 
natural grass. It has become much more 
natural looking and there are different 
shades and textures to choose from. You 
can choose from samples very similar 
to choosing a carpet. A good landscaper 
would firstly prepare the ground and lay 
a membrane to prevent weeds but allow 
drainage as with shingle. The artificial 
turf would then be fixed into place. 
Obviously it would require no mowing 
but may need hosing down to keep clean 
especially if you have a pet. The grass is 
treated so it retains its colour in the sun 
and doesn’t fade. 

To complement the paving, shingle 
or artificial grass you could edge with 
railway sleepers. If you want potted 
plants, remember they will require 
watering so go for more tropical plants 
and bigger tubs that retain more water. 
But remember to protect them in the 
winter. With borders, go for slow 
growing evergreens and plenty of bark 

Maintenance Free 
Gardens 

by Mark Aitkins at Allgreen Landscapes 
Ltd

Most of us that have a garden would 
love to have more time to maintain it. 
Unfortunately in today’s rat race we 
are quite often too busy to give it the 
attention it deserves. We want to sit in it, 
bbq in it and generally enjoy our gardens, 
but for the elderly or less able and for 
people who work long hours or for the 
less green fingered among us, pulling 
weeds, pruning and grass cutting can be 
both time consuming and problematic.

There are other options for ground cover 
that are easier to maintain than grass and 
equally attractive. Paving, shingle and 
artificial grass being the more popular 
solutions to covering larger sections of 
the garden.

Paving has its advantages, and when it 
is laid correctly it will last for years. It 
is easy to maintain requiring only jet 
washing once a year.  If the pointing is 
done correctly it should remain weed 
free. It is easy for wheel chair use and 
can make the garden look a lot bigger. 
There is a vast selection of beautiful 
slabs on the market today, so paving 
can be made to look interesting. A good 
landscaper can help you choose which 
is the best for you and help to design 
something to suit your garden. There 
are slabs to suit everyone’s budget from 
concrete to natural stone. Remember 
when choosing to go for the maximum 
your budget allows as these slabs are 
going to be there for a very long time. 
Paving isn’t all about straight lines either, 
you can have circles, wavy lines, etc. and 
the slabs can be laid in patterns. Paving 
does not need to be boring.

Shingle is another option you might 
choose. It makes good ground cover 
and helps keep the weeds down. There 
are many different colours and sizes of 
shingle. The shingle can be used with 
the paving to help break up the flatness 
and add texture to the garden.  Shingle 
is quite difficult to walk on and would 
not be suitable for wheel chair users, so 
is not for everyone. But it could be used 
to create borders and interest to your 
garden. It is also good for driveways 
especially in rural areas as it is very 
difficult to walk quietly on shingle so 
visitors rarely arrive unannounced. 

Soup lunches - Proceeds to Christian Aid

In order to raise extra money for this year’s 
Christian Aid Appeal, Soup Lunches will be held 
in St. Mary’s Church Hall at 12.30 pm on the 
following dates :

Wednesday     27th July
Wednesday 24th August

The meal will consist of home-made soup and 
bread, a simple pudding and tea/coffee.

Cost : £4.            Time : 12.30 p.m.

ALL WELCOME!

mulch to prevent weeds. For colour add 
boulders, garden ornaments and slow 
growing flowering annuals.

Overall it is possible with the correct 
advice from a good landscaper to have 
a lovely garden that is both attractive, 
user friendly and easy to maintain. Your 
garden is a living space to be used and 
enjoyed.
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BUS ROUTES IN 
GAMLINGAY

Some comments on the recent changes to 
the bus routes in Gamlingay
Prepared by Roderick Starksfield for the 
Gamlingay Residents Association

It is a shame that the County Council did 
not consult about the recent changes to 
the bus services in Gamlingay, introduced 
in March.  I have been told that the 
County Council have acted illegally in not 
consulting the village.  In investigating 
this matter I was informed by the County 
Council that they were not responsible for 
the routes, which were from Centrebus 
in Bedfordshire; Centrebus told me that 
the route changes were from the County 
Council!
Introduction
It must be considered that in Gamlingay 
(from the data I have been supplied) 
that there are 16% of households in 
Gamlingay without private transport.  
This is a very high figure, and means that 
many journeys have to be undertaken by 
public transport, through car schemes or 
by help of friends.
There are some elderly and disabled 
people who have used the bus to get to the 
local Medical Centre in Stocks Lane, or 
to the shops, sometimes if only for a one 
way trip.
The changes in the routing now mean that 
buses going in different directions have 
different destinations; previously all buses 
finished in Biggleswade.
I have been told that there have also been 
some timetable changes that have made 
some connections unusable - notably 
from Biggleswade where the times do 
not match with work closures or railway 
connections for people returning from 
work.
There are now many stops without bus 
stop signs, and several redundant stops 
where there are signs but no buses!
Service 188/190
The north east quarter of Gamlingay has 
now no easy access to bus stops.  This 
area is in need of such services.  The bus 
stop in Waresley Road (now not used) 
should be made available by routing 
the buses from Cinques Road through 
Dolphins Way and on to the Crossroads; 
the reverse route should also use Dolphins 
Way.
The bus stop in Green End is now 
redundant, making bus stop access for 
Fairfield and School Close difficult.
The Cinques, North Lane and East Lane 
are not on the 188/190 route and changes 

to the routes should be considered to 
include this area.  Again this leaves a 
fairly large settlement without public 
transport.
Service 28 (Whippet)
This is a popular service to St Neots.  
This route does include the Cinques, 
and is currently the only bus route that 
includes the Cinques, North Lane and 
East Lane.
For some reason the bus stops in 
Green End at the Crossroads, not at the 
designated stop in Church Street (used 
by the 188/190).  This may be convenient 
for users as the pavement area is larger 
on the Green End side; however it is on 
a double yellow line and just round the 
corner at the Crossroads.  This is not safe 
for other vehicles turning into Green End 
from the B1040.  There is a stop at the 
crossroads in Church Street, probably 
less than 50 metres away!
I have suggested some route changes to 
include the bus stop in Waresley Road 
and a stop at the Cinques.
If any reader has problems with the new 
routes or has any suggestions regarding 
the current bus service, could they please 
contact me: tel  651002 or the Parish 
Council:  650310

Gamlingay Residents Association
Bridget Mappley and GRA committee
The Gamlingay Residents Association is 
now just over one year old.  Robert Brown 
took the committee through the first trial 
months, and beyond the general meeting 
in November where the committee was 
re-elected for a further year.  He has 
now handed the torch to myself, Bridget 
Mappley to carry us forward through the 
next year.  
There are 8 objectives in our manifesto. 
The first one, is to encourage open and 
clear flows of information on village 
matters.  We do this by attending the 
Parish Council meetings and ask questions 
about the issues our members are 
concerned about.  
The second objective is to provide an open 
channel for detailed discussion of matters 
affecting the village.  We have set up a 
website, where we post minutes of our 
monthly meetings and members can email 
us with any questions or issues that they 
would like us to help with.   The website 
will also have postings of messages from 
the Parish Council, and any information 
that other organisations may want to be 
seen by a wider audience.
 Objectives 3, 4, 5 and 6 are in place to 
ensure that projects and developments are 
delivered as promised, that our precept 

is spent wisely, and the minutes that are 
published are complete and timely.  This 
doesn’t mean, as has been mentioned in 
the past, that we have been created to 
object to everything the Parish Council 
puts it’s mind to.  What it does mean 
though, is that we will ask the questions 
that our members want the answers to, 
to give a clear and objective view.  We 
will also strive to gather information on 
issues in the village, where they feel this 
has been limited.  
7 and 8 are about the GRA presenting 
and or bringing awareness to the Parish 
Council any issues that are foremost 
on the minds of its members.  Anyone 
who lives in the village is considered 
a member, and we will listen to all 
concerns.  In November we invited guest 
speakers to our AGM to discuss the 
ECO hub, Green End development, and 
the Community turbine.  Our members 
had requested this and there was a 
good number of questions for each of 
our speakers.  Their contribution was 
greatly appreciated, and you can view 
the minutes on our website.   We hope 
to hold more general meetings during 
the year to bring together speakers on 
the subjects that concern our members.   
Details of any future meetings will be 
posted on the website, as will any notices 
from the Parish Council, or any other 
organisation that wishes to contact a 
wider audience.
 Moving forward, we would like 
to be considered as a bridge between the 
community and the Parish Council.  We 
are not grumpy old men looking for a 
fight, we are a team of people who live 
in this village that want to make sure that 
the people spending our money really 
listen, and consider what we want, and 
spend our money wisely.  In the future 
we are looking to work closely, and get 
involved with other organisations for the 
benefit of all the residents of the village, 
and we look forward to their support 
also.  
 Each committee member has 
taken on an individual role and will be 
responsible for the following;-
Membership Registration   Eileen Thorpe
Web site and Computer matters 
Roderick Starksfield
Press and Media  Robert Brown
Planning and Village Development 
Christina Baxter
Community Centre and its Trust 
Bridget Mappley
Secretary Kate Mingay
Under Secretary  Philip Gorton



Next Meeting

GEAG will meet next on the
20th July. Speaker to be

announced.

20:00 to 21:30 in the Old
Methodist Chapel, Green End,
Gamlingay (in the grounds of

the First School)

Admission Free All Welcome

Contact GEAG

For more information,
contact the GEAG co

ordinator Brycchan Carey
18 Mill Street, Gamlingay.

01767 651155
contact@geag.org.uk

For more information and
up to date news:

http://www.geag.org.uk

Film Review by GEAG film critic John Mercer

Into Eternity: A Building to Last?

I don’t know if many of you worry about the long term future of nuclear materials, but I saw
a film recently that put it into perspective. The Film is called Into Eternity and is a
documentary film about Finland’s extraordinary efforts to build a completely safe, sealed,
long term storage facility for spent nuclear fuel and lower level waste. The problem as they
see it is simple: How do you bury waste in such a way that it is completely safe? Their
solution is called Onkalo.

It is the asking of difficult questions and the answers that they come up with that makes the
film so compelling. It is told through interviews with the engineers and designers and
managers of the site and how they have been working for a decades, and will continue to
work for nearly 100 years before it is finished. The men speak slowly and philosophically
about building a facility that must – absolutely must – last 100,000 years. To put that in
perspective, the pyramids are only 3000 years old!

The haunting questions they deal are these: Should you bury the site deep and effectively
hide it completely, or should you signpost it for all to see? If so, then what signs should you
use? What languages might there be in the future? What symbols might warn people away?
Assuming you can write something that people will be able to read, what word would you
use that would warn them away rather than enticing future archaeologists to dig? The film is
gripping and moving – I found myself haunted by the future.

Watch the trailer at: http://www.intoeternitythemovie.com/

Good News... A New Bus Service for Gamlingay!

You might not have noticed yet, but a new bus service has started in Gamlingay run by Centrebus, subsidised by Central
Bedfordshire Council. While the future of our services to Cambridge hangs in the balance, we do at least now have prompt and
well timed services to Sandy, Potton and Biggleswade. However, with all services under scrutiny, it is up to us in the village to
make use of them to prove they are worth running!

What we’ve got: Both the 188 and 190 services connect Gamlingay with Sandy and Biggleswade; the 188 goes via
Wrestlingworth, Potton and Blunham, whilst the 190 stops in Sutton and Potton. Full timetables can be found at
http://lutonbus.com/Documents/190%20SV%20280311%20SA.pdf or by calling the Council on 0300 300 8308.

Where it stops: The bus stops for both services in both directions are next to the zebra crossing near the crossroads on Church
Street. To go towards Sandy, stand on the Co op side of the road, and for Biggleswade, stand on The Cock side of the road. The
Council have not got around to placing timetables at bus stops yet: GEAG will nag them into doing this soon..!

Commuters benefit: If you commute using Sandy rail station, this is particularly good news: the Council listened to GEAG’s
advice when they consulted last year and have tied service times in with the main commuter trains, leaving 10 minutes or so
leeway so you have time to buy your train ticket, and you don’t have to worry about minor delays.What’smore, these buses
seem far more reliable than our previous service which regularly left late (or early!). Get the 190 at 06:34 or 07:04 from the
crossroads, and return on the 17:39, 18:47 or 19:12. With parking costing £4.80 in Sandy and petrol prices as they are, the bus
has become the cheaper – and certainly more sociable – way to go. It’s easy to get addicted to rushing around in cars, yet if we
all make use of it, the bus will be by far the greenest option too. Go on – let someone else do the driving for a change!

please see June edition for full timetable details - Ed



WHAT’S ON IN JULY and AUGUST

Over 50’s walks 9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. Parking may be difficult whilst contractors are on site.

Thursday 21st July, Wednesday 17th 
August , Thursday 15th September

Please arrange the walk with a lunchtime venue in mind for those 
who wish to eat and enjoy a chat.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 .

Gardening Club

Saturday 2nd July Hyde Hall outing. Meet at The Cross.

History Society revised programme awaited

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

Tuesday, 19th July The donkey sanctuary with Liz Wright

Tuesday, 16th August Tee bee crafts with Barbara Redman

Parental Forum, GVC 7 to 8pm Gamlingay Village College

Total wellness workout NB Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for floor 
work. £5 per class 

Thursdays 7.30-8.30pm at The Old Methodist Chapel (next to the First School), 
Green End

Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins)

Social Club from 9pm

SUMMER LAWN CARE 
Mowing
Mow regularly at the summer height this month. To remove stems that develop this time of year, rake lawn prior to mowing to 
present them for cutting, otherwise they can remain prostrate in the lawn.
Patio/Driveway Weed Control
Weeds can look unsightly at this time of year in patios and driveways.  We can spray a total weed killer to kill them and keep weed 
free for up to 6 months.
Sprinklers
We have sprinklers for sale at £30. Depending on water pressure they can cover an area the size of a tennis court.  Water well, once 
per week to keep the lawn green.
Weeds
There are many troublesome weeds around at this time of year (trefoil, dandelions, speedwell) and we have the treatments to get 
rid of them.
Actions required in Summer: Raise cutting height and rake up grass stems for more effective mowing , Feed lawns, Patio/Driveway 
Weed Control, Treat weeds in lawns, Irrigation requirement to prevent lawns dying (before lawns go brown)

For more information about the services that ProLawnCare offer call
Some of the above tasks can be carried out by the lawn owner, other tasks may need some professional intervention.
For more information about lawn care and the services that ProLawnCare Ltd offer call Office: 01480 812393 
e-mail info@prolawncare.co.uk   We offer discounted rates for your lawns. Lawn fact: “58  m2 of lawn provides enough oxygen 
for one person for one day”  Looking for Free Lawn Care Advice?   Ask the Lawn Ranger on www.prolawncare.co.uk/askranger.
asp 

advertising feature



WHAT’S ON IN JULY and AUGUST

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, WI Hall.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, WI Hall.

Hatley Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650477 or email parish-clerk@
hatley.info.

3rd Tuesday of alternate months.
Tuesday 19th July 2011

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. All welcome. We 
meet every other month and further information can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

The Gazette

Monday, 1st August Copy deadline for September edition.

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Dawson on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guild of St Mary Church Hall 8pm, all welcome.

Monday,18th July Talk by EMAUS

Monday, 15th August Garden party

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown.

1st and 3rd Monday of each month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.

Ukulele groups fortnightly beginners groups Liz Parry 01767 651113

Mondays and Thursdays Mon 4:45-6:00, Thurs 1:45-3:00
continued from page 3�

Contact details for the committee are available on the website
 www.gamlingay-gra.org.uk or you can email grastuff@aol.com

As I mentioned earlier, anyone who lives in the village is considered a member, however if you would like to vote on important 
matters, or simply would like to support us, then you can print off a membership application from the website.  The fee for 
becoming an active member is £5 for a year.  All monies raised go towards admin costs, printing and hall hire for meetings.
This year we will have a stand at the village show, and in the future will get involved in other activities around the village.  I have a 
small request for donations for our tombola.  Do you have any new, unused toiletries, gift sets, even odd bits from gift sets that you 
don’t use?  We would like to rescue them from the backs of your cupboards and bottom of your drawers.  Call or email me and I 
will arrange collection from you.  01767 650584 or grastuff@aol.com

Please communicate with us, use the website, and or join us at the Parish Council meetings.   These meetings are for your benefit 
and give an opportunity to ask questions and find out about what is going on in and around the village.  Don’t be afraid of the 
formality, they are quite a friendly bunch really!  We aim to give a regular update of what we are up to in the Gazette, and would 
like to meet up with more organisations in order to find out what they are up to too. We all look forward to hearing from you.



by clerks Leanne Bacon and 
Kirstin Rayner

Agendas and Minutes are available on the website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Gamlingay Parish Council Annual General Meeting 
10th May 2011

The Parish Council re- elected Nick Telford – Reed as Chair and elected Nick Howard as Vice chair. 

· Community buildings
The Chairman (NTR) and the Director of Quantity Surveyors NTN Ltd, Ian Horton (IH) made a public statement on the Eco 

Hub explaining that the existing contractor, Deejak had gone into administration and that the Parish Council had been working 
with its professional team to formulate a strategy to ensure that the Eco Hub would be completed.  The Administrators and the 
Parish Council are seeking to “novate” the build contract, which is where they find alternative contractors to complete the work 
specified in the original contract.

     5 contractors have registered interest and by early June the parish council hope to select a suitable candidate to start work 
in July, with a view to be finished and open in January 2012.

Public session:-
R Starksfied asked if any grants had been lost? NTR answered – No.
B Mapley asked if 24 hour on site security would continue and who was paying? NTR/LG/IH answered – Yes, council is 

paying, but costs would hopefully be recouped from administrators during final reconciliation.
D Sadler asked if new contractors would be prepared to match original contract price? IH answered that due to the general 

state of the building industry, contractors are expecting low margins and he is hopeful that this will be the case.  Prospective 
contractors have been made aware how much money the client has left to spend.

Cllr G Brown asked what happens with warranties for work already done?  IH answered that in the main these rest with the 
design consultants with the exception of small portions of mechanical and engineering work which has yet to be done.

A question was asked about on-site equipment – can this be removed?  IH answered that equipment, including the site office, 
remaining on site, if not hired, now belongs to the client and can be sold to recoup any losses.

B Mapley asked if there has been an inventory done of materials on site? IH answered that this was in hand.

· Schooling
The parish council discussed arrangements for hosting an Education Consultation meeting to outline the options for the 

future of education provision in the village. This meeting will be open to all but specifically aimed at parishioners. Hazel 
Belchamber (Head of Infrastructure at Cambridgeshire County Council) will give a presentation explaining the options. 
Cambridgeshire County Council’s preferred option is 2 – the closure of Gamlingay Village College and sending children to 
Bassingbourne Village College (BVC) from Sept 2012, travelling by bus. The parish council agreed to advertise the meeting on 
its website, in the Biggleswade Chronicle and on notice boards and posters. GRA offered to advertise it on its website.

· Green Acres open spaces
It was confirmed that the maintenance of the green areas within the Green Acres estate is the responsibility of the landowners 

(Wrights).  Noted that the grass has not been cut yet this season and is looking untidy. A parish councilor offered to contact 
Wrights to ask for an update on when this is likely to be done.

· A complaint was received about people using an unofficial footpath up to Gamlingay woods – cutting along the back of 
houses from Grays Rd.  Motorbikes have been seen and crops are being damaged. As this is private land the parish council 
explained that it was up to the landowner to enforce no trespassing. 

· Dog fouling – the council is continuing to look at ways of tackling this problem and would like to remind all dog owners 
to clean up after their pets. 



HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community Healthcare Appointments 651 150
Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 

Church hall
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 696650
Car Care Scheme Sue McPherson 652 949
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223 376 217
Non-emergency Police 0345 456 4564
Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 456 4564
Neighbourhood Watch Christine 

Theobald
651 051

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

Library Debbie Hare 07855 370356
Forward Gamlingay Chair: 

Ian Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Chair:

M Astor
Clerk: Leanne Bacon 650 379
parish-clerk@hatley.info

POLITICS
MP Andrew Lansley. 

Conservative.
01954 212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0845 0450 500

Gamlingay Residents Ass Bridget Mappley 650584

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND EDUCATION 
Mucky Pups Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 940
Rainbow Preschool Sue Warner or Louise Ealey 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Roy Dennis 650183

Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: 

Brian Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church Hall Kate Golding 651 215
WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George Village 
Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline Girdwood 651 091
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks Meeting at 

community centre 
Booklinks Vicky Phillips
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of Dance Susan Lucas, 316 518
St. Neot’s Model Railway 
Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: j.kneeshaw@
ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure Roy Turner 650426
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley 651 982
Jackie Hough 651 070

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Dawson 654 830
www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

Village Show Steve Mitchell 654 984
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District Round 
Table

Lee Packham Brown 650978

GEAG (Gamlingay Environmental Action Group) Brycchan Carey 651 141

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay Brownies Maria Spence 0771 1161 618
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Oldham 631 720
Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen Crutchington Email: karen.

crutchington@sky.com
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gransden/Everton Cubs Barry Jefferd 261 000
Scouts Thursdays Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Scouts Fridays Chris Elwood 07879 698477
Explorers Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

CHURCHES
Baptist Church Minister, James 

Gilbert
651 519

St Mary The Virgin Rector: Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

New Life Fellowship Rev O R Inskip 01223 710373
SCHOOLS
First School Head J Newman 650 208
Village College Head M Clark 650 360
First School Association Via school office 650 208
Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

PARISH COUNCIL - email and web details
Clerks Leanne and Kirstin gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Nick Telford-Reed ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.

co.uk 
Vice Chairman Nick Howard j



The Police
Non-emergency number:

0345 456 4564

Gamlingay Library
07855 370356 free to join

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00

Saturday 10.30-12.30
At the Almshouse Chapel


